
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
2 5 

_____ 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, t 60604-3590 

SEP 032009 

:\F- 17.1 

(ER'l'IFIEI) MAlI. 
RETURN RECEIPT REQL'ESTEI) 

Mr. John Ambrose 
President 
Rentech Energy Midwest Corporation 
16675 Highway 20 West 

I I )uhuq tic. liii no's 61 025 —( )229 

Re: Rentech Corporation 
East I )uhuque. Iii not s 

inistrative Consent ()ider F I'A—5—09— 11 3( a )—t)4—I I, 

I )ear Mr. Ambrose: 

I have enclosed an ,\dministrative Order (AO) relating to I(entech Energy Midwest 
orporatton (Rentech's) compliance with Section 608 of the Clean Air ;\ct. -I? S.C. 7471g. 

II you have any questions. pleLlse contact Sara Ureneinan (31 2—886—0243 ) or \4 iclielle 
I leger (31 2—886—451 I)) of my staff Ans egal questions should be directed to Cynthia :\. King. 
Associate Regional Counsel, at 312-886-6831. 

Sincerely yours. 

l3rent NI arab Ic. Chief 
Air Enfbrcement and Compliance Assurance Section 
(IL/IN) 

F iic los ire 

cc: Ray l'ilapil . Manager 
lMireau of Air. Compliance and Enforcement Section 
Illinois I tnvi ronniental Protection Agency 

Recycled/Recyclable. Vu i.-V.l.l. C: B,u.c 1k. •. - , : 



L1%ITEI) S'I'7vrF:s PRO'FECTION A(;ENCV 
REGIoN 5 

INT lIE MATTER OF: ) EI'A-5-09-I 13(a)-04-II. 

Rentech Energy Midwest Corporation ) Proceeding Under Section 1 13(a)(3) of 
Fast I)uhuque. Illinois ) the ('lean Air Act, 42 [J,5,('• 

§ 7413(a)(3) 

Administrative Order 

ftc Director ot the Air and Radiation 1)ivision. .5, Fnvironmental Protection 

Agency. Region 5. is issuing this Administrative Order (Order) to Rentech Energy Midwest 

Corporation ( Relitech) in Fast l)ubuquc, Illinois under Section II 3(aR3) of the Clean Air Act 

(tile ActC 42 1 
,5,(', 7413(a)(3). 

Statuton' and Regulaton' Backuround 

2. Section 608 ol the Act. 421 S.C. 7471 g. requires the Administrator of I to 

promulgate regulations establishing standards and requirements regarding the use and disposal of 

"('lass and ''C lass Il'S ozone—depleting substances. 

3. On May ]4. 1993. in accordance with Section 608 of the Act. 42 S.C. 7471g. 

EPA promulgated regulations at 40 C. F. K. Part 82. Subpart F. applicable to Recvc ling and 

Reduction (tile Stratospheric ( )zone Protection regulations). 

4. 40 C.F.R. 82.1 50(h) provides that the Stratospheric Ozone Protection 

regulations apply to servicing, maintaining, or repairing ''appliances, as those 

terms arc defined at 40 CUR. 82.152. 

5. 1 lie Stratospheric Ozone Prolection regulations at 40 C.F.R. 82.1 56(i )(2). 

require that an ow ncr or operator of industrial process rc lrigcration cquipi'nent normally 



containing more than 50 pounds of relligerant must have leaks repaired if the appliance is 

leaking at a rate such that the loss of refrigerant \\ ill exceed 35 percent of the total charge during 

a I 2—month period. Repairs must bring annual leak rates to 33 percent during a t\\ e 

month period within 30 days after of the leak. 

6. I he Stratospheric Ozone Protection regulations at 40 C.F.R. 82.! 56(i )(3). 

require that an owner or operator o I industrial p cess re lii geration equipment conduct a ol low— 

up \ en fication test \\ ithin 30 s after the initial verification test. 

7. the Stratospheric Ozone Protection regulations at 40 (F. R. 82. 1 56( i F 3 

require that an ncr or operator ol i iidttstrial process rein geration eq ui pnient ii usE retrofit or 

retire such equipment \\itllin one \ear of linling the test. 

8. I he Stratospheric ( )/one Protection regulations at 40 CF. It 82.1 36( i fl 3 F iii). 

req u ire that an owner or operator of. industrial process re Iii geration equipment that fails i ol lo\\ — 

up \ erilication test must notily l,PA within 30 of the Ihiled follow—up verification test. 

The Straiospheric ( )zone Protection regulations at 40 (F. R. § 82. 1 36( i )(6 ) ,state 

that an )wner or operat a of industrial process relii geration equipment are not required to repair 

a leak if they develop a one—year retrofit and retirement plan within 30 days of discovering the 

exceedance of the applicable leak rate or thin 30 days of a failed fbI low—up verification test. 

lhc plan mast he dated and kept at the site of the appliance. 

10. Under Section I 13(a)(3)(13) of the Act. 42 I.T.S.(. § 7413(a)(38B). the 

Administrator may issue an order requiring compl lance to any person who has violated or is 

violating any requirement of the Act. The Administrator has delegated this authority to the 

I )irector of the Air and Radiation I )ivi sion. 



Findings and Allegations 

I . Rentech ow ns and operates an am ruonia terti I icr product ion ihe iii tv in I 

I)ubuque. Illinois (tile I-acuity). The Facility is a litle V litciiitv. 

1 2. Ilie [ac i contains an industrial process reirigeration unit (knit B) with normal 

refrigerant charge of 30 pounds. 

13. Rentech submitted a self—disclosure pursuant to I PA Audit Pol icy to the 

I )irector of the Air and Radiation I )ivision. [PA. Region 5. dated September 15. 2008. and 

provided additional information on November 20. 2008. 

1 4. Rentech disclosed alleged violations of the Stratospheric ( )zone Protection 

regulations at Ii nit B. 

5. Between January 20. 2006 and June 26. 2006. Unit II experienced leaks that 

resulted in an annual leak rate exceeding 35 percent iii violation of 40 C. F. R. 82. 1 56( i )t 2). and 

Section 608 of the Act. 42 1 S.C. 7471g. 

I 6. Between January 20. 2006 and June 26. 2006. Rentech Ihi led to perfonii a lollow— 

up \eri lication test to erif\ that the repairs perlornied on the unit had brought the leak rate to 

below 33 percent in \iolatiun of 40 ('ER. 82.156(i)(3). and Section 608 of the Act. 42 U.S.C. 

7471g. 

1 7. Between ,lanuary 20. 2006 and June 26. 2006. Rentech idiled to retrofit or retire 

the unit within one year following an exceedance of the applicable leak rate or a liiiled ibilow—up 

verification test in \ iolation of 40 C. I .R. 82. 1 36( i )( 3 )( ii), and Section 608 of the Act. 42 

U.S.C. 7471g. 

I 8. I3etw een January 20. 2006 and June 26. 2006, Rentech Ihiled to notify EPA of the 

Unit s litiled low-up veritication test in violation of 40 C ER. § 82.1 56( i )( JR ii), and Section 

4 



608 of the Act. 42 1 § 7471g. 

I 9. een Januar\ 20. :006 and June 26, 2006, Renteeh Ihiled to develop a retrofit 

or retirement plan when repairs performed on the units were unable to bring the leak rate below 

35 peitent in vio!ation oI4t) C.F.R. 82.156(iflô). and Section 608 otihe r\ct, 42 IJ.S.('. 

7471g. 

20. ( )n February I 2. 2009. and \Iav I 4. 2009. representatives of Renteeh and ['PA 

to discuss the violations, a proposed compliance plan. and a proposed 

Compliance Program 

.21 \k ithin one year ot the F l'ftctive I )ate ol' this ( )rder. Rentech 'mist rep!ace nit 13 

ith a unit that uses a Non—( ),one I )epleting Substance. 

22. Rentecli s eoinpl lance with this Order shall constitute compliance with the 

requirement under 40 (.1 .R. § 82.1 36(iRO) that Rentecli develop a retrojit or retirement plan or 

[nit 13. 

23. Renteeh shall maintain continuous compliance with —H) C FR. Part 82. Subpart I. 

24. On or September 1. 201 0. Rentech must cedi K that it has complied ith 

this ( )rder. 

25. Rentech must submit the certification required by this ( )rder to: 

Attn: Compliance Iracker (AF— 1 7.! 

Air I:nloreement nd Compliance Assurance Branch 
Air and Radiation Division 

J.S. I :nvironmental Protection Agency. Region 5 

77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Lb icago. Illinois 60604—35 I I 

Cynthia !\. King, (C—I 4J 

0111cc of Regional Counsel 
15. I an ironmental Protection Agency. Region 5 

77 West Jackson 13!'. d. 

Chicago. Illinois 60604—3511 



(;eneral Provisions 

26. I his ( )rdcr does not alfect Rentech' 5 responsihil it\ to comply it]i other federal. 

state and local la\\ 5. 

27. Ihis ( )rder does not restrict I1P:Vs authority to en!brce Section 605 ol the Act, 

42 S.C. 747! g. or aiiy other section of the Act. 

28. Failure to eonlpl\ ft this ( )rder may subject Rentech to penalties of up to 

) per day for each iolation under Section I 1 3 of the Act. 42 1 .S.C 74 13, and 

40 C. F R. Part 19. 

29. I he terms of this ( )rder are binding on Rentech, its assignees and successors. 

Rentech must give notice of this Order to any successors in interest prior to translerrillg 

and must simultaneously verify to EPA. at the above address. that it las given the 

notice. 

30. 1 his Order is not subject to the Paperwork Reduction 44 ' . S.C. § § 3 I et 

sell., because it seeks collection of information by an agency from speci lie individuals or entities 

as part ol an administrative action or investigation. lIPA ma\ use any in!ormation submitted 

tinder this ( )rder in an administrative, civil judicial or criminal action. 

31. Section II 3(afll). 42 LS.('. § 741 300(4). pros ides that a person to whom all 

)rder is issued may request a meeting regarding the alleged iolations. Reiltech and I tA have 

coillerred regarding these violations, '1 herelore. this Order is effective on the date of signature 

by the Director ol'the Air and Radiation Division a period of one \ ear. 

Date / /CI1erYLL. 

:\ir and Radiation I)ivision 

6 



(ERT(FI('ATE OF MAIlING 

I, Betty Williams. certify that I sent the executed Administrative (unsent Order, 

EPA Order No. EPA-5—09—l I 3(a)—04—lE. by Certiled Mail. Return Receipt Requested, to: 

Mr. John Ambrose 
President 
Rentech Energy Midwest Corporation 
16675 Highway 20 West 
East Duhuque. Ellinois 6)025-0229 

I also certify that I sent a copy of the executed e Consent Order, IPA Order 

No. FPA—5—09— I I a)—04—IL by First ('lass Mail to: 

Ray PilapiL Manager 
Bureau of Air 
('oinpl ianee and Section 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
02 I North ( irand Avenue [List 

Springfield. Illinois 62702 

Ofl the dd\ UI 2009 

Betty Wflhiams. 
e Program Assistant, 

AFCAS thiN) 

CERLIFILD MAlI. RECEIPT NIJMBI':R: /&6/ 

A 


